
Message from the President

Alexandria, VA 	 February 2009

CRWC MEETING 

February 26, 2009
Headquarters - National Federation of 

Republican Women
124 N. Alfred Street (corner of Alfred & 

Cameron)
7:30 p.m.  (on street parking available)

Speaker:  Yvonne Folkerts, Chairwoman of the
 Alexandria School Board
Topic:  Educating Students in Alexandria, 2009

One of the CRWC�s special projects is literacy 
which is an important product of our educa-
tional system.  Yvonne Folkerts will explain how 
the Alexandria City school system is educating 
Alexandria�s students and give us insights into its 
literacy achievements.

At the March meeting on March 26, 2009 Nick 
Meads, campaign pro and Sorensen Institute gradu-
ate, will tell us how we can build a Republican 
grass roots base here in Alexandria and thereby 
elect Republicans to o�ce.

Dear CRWC Members,

Yard signs are already popping up like tulips on 
lawns all across Alexandria.  And, the campaigners are 
beating a path to the CRWC meetings.  No doubt, 
this is going to be an exciting and fun year!

At the �rst meeting of the year, graciously hosted 
by Gail Ledwig, CRWC had 5 campaigners or their 
representatives speak.  We have already been contacted 
by more campaigners wanting to speak at our Febru-
ary 26th meeting.  To me one of the exciting parts 
of this is how their interest shows the importance 
of the Commonwealth Republican Women�s Club.  
With only so many hours in the day, it is quite a 
testament to our members� force in the Republican 
Party and in the community that we garner so much 
time and attention.  

I really enjoy listening to those who want to rep-
resent me in o�ce.  Being a citizen of the most free 
and fair society on earth is a blessing.  In each CRWC 
meeting, the intense passion our members feel about 
issues and politics shines through.  

One of the reasons I am a Republican is my belief that 
no political party should dictate what its members must 
think and feel.  While there are general beliefs that bring 
us together, I do not see our party as telling us to lock 
step into formation and not question the directive to do 
so.  I see this re�ected in the diverse views I �nd within 
the Commonwealth Republican Women�s Club.  

�anks to each member for being so involved and 
so passionate about politics.  Hopefully, this year will 
see Virginia and Alexandria elect equally as strong 
and passionate Republicans.

Amy Millican
CRWC President



�

Hospitality Report  - Mary Kapellas and Gail Ledwig

Program Report
RUSS ROBERTS
Last month�s speaker, Russell Roberts, Economics Pro-

fessor at George Mason University, spoke to a full house at 
Gail Ledwig�s on January 22nd.  He outlined our current 
�economic mess� and presented recommendations to al-
leviate our market inertia, such as giving employers a tax 
holiday on payments for withholding and Medicare and 
thus increasing their income by 15.3%.  In other words 
give private industry an incentive to invest and produce and 
hire.  He also has written /�e Price of Everything:  A 
Parable of Possibility and Prosperity, /a fun primer on 
capitalism, available from the author or on Amazon.com.   
Enjoy his blog, too,  www.EconTalk.org <http://www.
econtalk.org/>.

 Linda Greenberg

CRWC Newsletter
Editor Jane L. Ring

jring10@comcast.net
Desktop Julie R. Lineberry

jr.lineberry@verizon.net
Website:

 www.AlexandriaCRWC.org

CRWC Member Meeting - February 26, 2009
 7:30 social    8:00 meeting 

An opportunity to visit the Headquarters  
of

National Federation of Republican Women Hqtrs.
124 N. Alfred Street, VA 22314

Hostesses: Mary Kapellas and Amy Millican
Food: Mary Kapellas, Mary Sommerville & Jane Ring

�e Hospitality Committee has a sign-up sheet for Host-
esses or Food Contributors. �ank you to all who have already 
signed up.      Hostesses are asked to provide home, beverages, 
and paper goods

  Food Contributors - provide food (READY TO SERVE) 
and notify Hostess if serving or eating utensils will be needed.  
Suggested food items are sweet tray, fruit tray and meat or 
cheese item or savory items of choice.

�e March 26th membership meeting Hostess:  Susan 
Yonts Shephard.                   

DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!  DUES!

If your mailing label has a RED X your dues have NOT been paid.
Please use the enclosed envelope to send them in ASAP

NOTE:
�e National Federation of 

Republican Women will be hosting 
a tea for their Board of Directors 
at NFRW Headquarters on �urs-
day, March 26, 2009 from 3 - 5.  

All Eighth District Clubs are being asked to volunteer 
and help with the refreshments.  You will be hearing 
more about this later. 

 Membership Reception
April 23rd Meeting is our membership recep-

tion at Lloyd House. All members will be asked 
to donate food for this special meeting.     

Found (at December Meeting)
1 pair silver snow�ake earrings
1 white ceramic lid to a dish
1 basket in which the books were placed
1 heavy link bracelet
1 pair reading glasses
call Julie L. 703-548-7663



�

2009  Calendar
FEBRUARY

  4	 ARCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
12	 CRWC Board Meeting, 8:00 p.m.
16	 Washington�s Birthday Parade, 1 p.m.
	 Contact Community Outreach Chair, 
	 Alicia Hughes, 301-512-5434 (C)
26	 CRWC Regular Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
	 Sp eaker: Y von n e F o lkerts, C h air o f th e  A lexan d ria  S ch oo l 	

	 Board.  She will speak on Public School Education in 
	 Alexandria  NFRW Headquarters
	 124 North Alfred ST, Alexandria, VA 22314  
	  (Contact Amy Millican, 703-217-9051)

MARCH
7	 St. Patrick�s Day Parade 
	  (time & meeting place tba), Old Town Alexandria,
	  Contact Community Outreach Chair, Alicia Hughes, 
	 301-512-5434 (C)
12	 CRWC Board Meeting, 8:00 p.m.
26	 CRWC Meeting 7:30
Speaker: Nick Meads �Building a Grassroots base�

APRIL
2	 ARCC Meeting, 7:30 p.m.
tbd	 CRWC Board Meeting, 8:00 p.m.
23	 CRWC Membership Reception &  Meeting, 7:30 p.m. 
	

2009 CRWC Ofýcers 
President ~  Amy Millican, millican@crwc@gmail.com

First VP for Program ~ Linda Greenberg
	 lindaroseveargreenberg@comcast.net

Second VP for Membership~Deborah Rankin,
	  rankinhunt@yahoo.com 

Recording Secretary ~ Janis Lenderman, EKY1@juno.com

Corresponding Secretary ~ Ann Kavaljian
AOKAVALJIAN@aol.com 

Treasurer ~ Janice McLaury, janicemclaury@gmail.com

Committee Chairs

�By-Laws/Parliamentarian � Ann Hobbs, mhobbs27@comcast.net   
�Legislation and Campaigns � Michelle Presson Marston, pressons@yahoo.com
�Finance/budget � Janice McLaury, Janicemclaury@gmail.com
�Fundraising � Allison Cryor DiNardo Cryor@comcast.net
�Awards � Becky Davies, jbdavies@erols.com
�Hospitality � Gail Ledwig  and Mary Kapellas ,  kappyandmary@mac.com
�Community Outreach � Alicia Hughes, aliciarhughes@gmail.com
�Public Relations �  Ellen Weekley, ellenweekley@comcast.net
�Newsletter Editor � Jane Ring, jring10@comcast.net 
�Newsletter Desktop/Website � Julie Lineberry. Julie.lineberry@verizon.net 
�Directory Editor/Website � Sharon Annear, gypsysla@verizon.net 
�Call to Action � Malinda Clark, malindaclark@gmail.com
8th District Rep - Paula Potoczak, pmplaw@earthlink.net (Ex O�cio)
 



�

WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

Christine Carmouche

Michelle McMahon

Anne Boston Parish

Michele Nagorski

Murray Richey

Wendy Schacht

Jennifer White

In recent years, union membership has been dwindling.  
According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2008, union 
members accounted for 12.4% of employed wage and salary 
workers, down from 20.1% in 1983, the �rst year for which 
comparable data is available.  

Union in�uence has been dwindling, too.  In fact, they ap-
pear to really only hold in�uence with one group:  Democrats.  
Unfortunately, that one group controls both ends of Pennsylvania 
Avenue now and Big Labor is hoping to cash in on their $60-
million-plus friendship � that�s how much they gave directly 
to Democrats in the 2008 cycle alone.

In 2007, the House of Representatives passed a bill that 
would eliminate the secret ballot for workers.  As the Arizona 
Republic aptly described it:  �Under the Employee Free Choice 
Act, unions will be able to organize workers - and, no small 
matter, collect dues - once they have collected signed cards from 
50 percent of a company�s workforce. Currently, the National 
Labor Relations Board allows an election if 30 percent of workers 
sign union cards. Now, the cards are deemed simply a �show 
of interest� - an informal method of getting to the heart of the 
matter, which is a vote. �e EFCA e�ectively disposes of that 
bothersome provision.�

Card-check legislation, as it�s commonly known, would make 
American workers have to decide whether to unionize with ab-
solutely no con�dentiality or secrecy.  �e anecdotal evidence 
of harassment and intimidation by union thugs is rampant.  

�ankfully in 2007, President Bush was a sure veto 
of the bill and the Senate was unwilling to take the vote know-
ing it would never be signed into law.  �is year, the scenario is 
di�erent.  Not only does President Obama support card check, 
his pick for Labor Secretary, California Congresswoman Hilda 
Solis, was actually the treasurer for an organization that lobbied 
for card check.  And another California Congressman, George 
Miller, who is also the Chairman of the House committee with 
jurisdiction over the bill, just held a rally on Capitol Hill with 
Big Labor to support card check.

Never fear:  American workers still have some friends.  House 
Republicans are introducing the Secret Ballot Protection Act to 
preserve the right to preserve this most American of traditions.  
And, here in the Old Dominion, Republican Delegate Chris 
Saxman introduced HJ640, a constitutional amendment to 
preserve Virginia�s status as a right-to-work state.  Virginia is 
one of 22 right-to-work states, with a law dating back to 1950 
that prohibit unions and employers from making payment of 
union dues a condition of employment.

�e House of Delegates approved HJ640 on February 
10th by a vote of 56-43.  Only two Democrats crossed over 
to vote for the bill (and one Republican voted against it).  �e 
Democrats even took a position as a caucus against the bill.  For 
Saxman�s amendment to become part of the Virginia constitu-
tion, it would need two years of successful votes in the General 
Assembly and the passage of a statewide referendum on the 
Virginia ballot in 2010.

Legislative Report

City Council Campaign News
�e ARCC Party Canvass has made it o�cial.  Frank 

Fannon and Phil Cefaratti will be on the ballot on May 5, 
as Republican candidates for City Council.  Check out their 
new web sites for campaign details.  At our recent Board 
meeting, Alicia Hughes, our Community Service Chair, an-
nounced that she intends to run for City Council this May.  
As a federal employee, she will have to run as an independent.  
Stay tuned and remember, you read it here �rst!




